How to dissipate the thick language crust...
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How to dissipate the thick language crust (Italo Calvino) which lies more and more heavily
on the world blinding us, and to come closer to Reality, has been my main concern since
1990. | am not trying to deny the importance of words for humanity. As word is essential
for us, | attempt to reinforce its value, making it become a tool to transcend beyond itself.

I work with printed words (newspapers, books), printing materials (lead fonts), as well as
various visual elements that imply words (chalk, blackboards and various writing papers).
However, in all of my work, word is manipulated in such a way as to obtain a still
existence; a presence that arises silence as opposed to filling or fading it. | have decided
to focus on that kind of presence because it represents for me a valuable condition to
revise our relationship to word and to enter more deeply into our experience of Reality.

For the present works | have used different Japanese dictionaries, one per piece. All the
pages have been separated from the dictionary’s back then folded and refolded letting just
a very few characters appear. Thousands of words that visitors are very familiar with are
there but they are neither visible nor readable. In our digital age focusing on printed words
may seem questionable but | personally believe that printed words, especially dictionaries’
words, are the most suitable items for arising silence and feeling its potential.
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